
floor\sb578  Bill Analysis @ www.senate.michigan.gov/sfa 
This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan Senate staff for use by the Senate in its deliberations and does not 
constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 

DISTRIBUTION OF OPIOID ANTAGONISTS S.B. 578: 
 SUMMARY OF BILL 

 REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Senate Bill 578 (as reported without amendment) 

Sponsor:  Senator Winnie Brinks 
Committee:  Health Policy and Human Services  

 

CONTENT 
 

The bill would amend the Public Health Code to allow the Chief Medical Executive to issue a 
standing order for the purpose of a community-based organization or a staff member of the 

organization distributing opioid antagonists to individuals.  
 

Section 17744e of the Code allows the Chief Medical Executive in the Office of Chief Medical 
Executive created within the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to issue a 

standing order that does not identify particular patients when it is issued for the purpose of a 

pharmacist dispensing opioid antagonists to individuals.  
 

Under the bill, the Chief Medical Executive also could issue a standing order that did not 
identify particular patients when it was issued for the purpose of a community-based 

organization or a staff member of the organization distributing opioid antagonists to 
individuals.  

 
Generally, a pharmacist may dispense an opioid antagonist to an individual under a standing 

order issued as described above and rules promulgated under Section 17744e. Under the bill, 

this also would apply to a community-based organization or a staff member of the 
organization.  

 
The Chief Medical Executive who issues a standing order for an opioid antagonist or a 

pharmacist who dispenses an opioid antagonist under a standing order is not liable in a civil 
action for damages resulting from the dispensing of an opioid antagonist or the administration 

of or failure to administer the opioid antagonist. Under the bill, this also would apply to a 
community-based organization that, or a staff member of the organization who, distributed 

the opioid antagonist as authorized under the bill.  

 
Section 17744e requires the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), in 

consultation with the DHHS, to promulgate rules regarding dispensing, training, and referral 
to implement Section 17744e. Instead, under the bill, LARA, in consultation with the DHHS, 

could promulgate rules regarding dispensing, training, distribution, and referral to implement 
Section 17744e. 

 
MCL 333.17744e Legislative Analyst:  Stephen Jackson 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State or local government.  
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